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defending our people and defending
Russia’s people.

Up here in the corner is this chart,
which you cannot see, so I have had it
blown up. What is the title of this
chart, Mr. Speaker? ‘‘Destroying Rus-
sia. Arms control advocates map the
Pentagon’s top secret plan for waging
war, 1,200 warheads hitting 80 targets,
and they have the targets throughout
Russia.” Down at the bottom, ‘“‘Killing
zones, the vast spread of radiation wipe
out more than 20 million Russian peo-
ple.”

Mr. Speaker, one of my best friends
from Moscow was in my office and
brought me this magazine. He threw it
on my table and he said, Curt, I know
what you are doing with missile de-
fense, and I support you, but this is
what the Russian people think you
want. They see this story on missile
defense in Time magazine, which is
printed all over Russia; and they see a
picture of a map destroying our coun-
try and killing 20 million people.

Who produced this chart, Mr. Speak-
er? The Natural Resources Defense
Council. So the fear in Russia was not
caused by missile defense. It was
caused by the hate-mongering people in
those arms control groups that have
scared the Russian people into believ-
ing somehow we want to wipe out 20
million of their citizens.

And guess what, Mr. Speaker? They
did it again. In this week’s Newsweek
magazine, there is another chart show-
ing a nuclear hit in Russia. Again, it is
attributed to Natural Resources De-
fense Council.

This will be on every news stand in
Russia and will be the talk of the Rus-
sian people; and they will say to them-
selves, this is what America really
wants, because their arms control peo-
ple are telling this to their people; they
want to destroy Russia.

They want to kill tens of millions of
innocent Russian citizens. That is why
Russians distrust us, Mr. Speaker. It is
not because of what George Bush wants
to do. It is not because of what I want
to do.

Tomorrow, I will lead discussions
with Russia’s leaders. We have 12 of
their top Duma deputies in town, the
first deputy speaker; and we will have
discussions all day. I have been to Rus-
sia 26 times, Mr. Speaker.

I consider myself to be Russia’s best
friend in Congress, sometimes their
toughest critic; but that is what good
friends are for. This is not about back-
ing Russia into a corner.

This is not about starting an arms
race. This is not about bankrupting
America. This is about protecting the
American people. Mr. Speaker, if I
wanted to hurt Russians, I would not
have worked for the past 5 years on
this project with the Russian Duma,
which is to provide Russia for the first
time with the Western-style mortgage
program so that Russians can have
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houses like our middle-class people
have in this country.

The program is called Houses for Our
People. Almost every governor of every
republic in Russia has given their
stamp of approval for a program that
we negotiated together to help Russian
people buy homes.

We do not want to be Russia’s enemy,
but we sent the wrong signals to Russia
over the past 8 years. We had an ad-
ministration whose foreign policy to-
ward Russia was like a roller coaster.

We backed them into a corner on the
first NATO expansion. We went into
Kosovo like wild people, trying to go in
like cowboys from the Wild West, kill-
ing innocent Serbs instead of requiring
Russia to help us.

We denied the fact that their Russian
leaders were stealing billions of dollars
of money that was supposed to help the
Russian people, and we sent the wrong
signals on missile defense.

All of that is changing now, Mr.
Speaker, because we have a President
who will treat the Russians with hon-
esty and dignity. He has told the Rus-
sian leader face to face, eye to eye, we
want to be your friend. We want to be
your partner. We want to work with
you economically. We want to help you
with your environmental problems. We
want to work with you on a mortgage
program for your people. We want to
help you grow your economy so that
you become an aggressive trading part-
ner with America.

All of us in this body and the other
body should rally behind our President,
and we should denounce those arms
control groups in this city who use the
distasteful practice of trying to con-
vince the Russian people that somehow
we are their enemy.

They are the warmonger, the people
who put charts up who say that we
somehow want to create a war that
would wipe out 20 million Russians.
They are the very warmongers, and we
will not accept that. There is a place
for arms control, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, I am not against trea-
ties, as long as they are enforced, and
that means we have to have the ac-
countability; and we have to have the
enabling capability to observe in both
countries with candor whether or not
we are adhering to treaties.

If we use the three simple require-
ments that Ronald Reagan laid out in
dealing with both Russia and China,
strength, consistency and candor, we
will not have a problem in this cen-
tury. We want the same thing for the
Russian people that President Putin
wants; we want them to have a better
life then they had. We want their kids
to have better education. We want
them to have homes for family. We
want their Duma to become a strong
part of governing their country.

We want the Russian people to even-
tually realize the same kind of dreams
that we realize in America, but we are
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not going to allow the American people
to remain vulnerable. We are not going
to deny the reality of what is hap-
pening in rogue and terrorist states.

When Members of the other body,
like the Senate Foreign Relations
Chairman, are disingenuous and say
our real concern are weapons of mass
destruction, we have to counter that,
because we do not have a corner on
that. All of us understand that threat,
just as we do the threat from
cyberterrorism and narcodrug traf-
ficking, but the fact is we cannot ig-
nore the threat of missile proliferation.

We must work on arms control agree-
ments. We must work on stabilization
and building confidence and trust, and
we must build limited systems that
give us that protection that we do not
now have. I am convinced, Mr. Speak-
er, that in the end, Russia and America
will be prime partners together.

We will work on technology together.
The Russians have expertise that we do
not have. Together we can protect our
children and our children’s children,
and we can deny those rogue states the
chance of harming Russians or Ameri-
cans or others of our allies by working
together.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join President Bush in this effort; and
I applaud him for his meeting with
President Putin, and I look forward to
our meeting tomorrow with the leaders
of the Russian Duma.

——————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF

H.R. 2216, SUPPLEMENTAL AP-
PROPRIATIONS FOR FISCAL
YEAR 2001

Mr. SESSIONS (during Special Order
of Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania), from
the Committee on Rules, submitted a
privileged report (Rept. No. 107-105) on
the resolution (H. Res. 171) providing
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 2216)
making supplemental appropriations
for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2001, and for other purposes, which was
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri (at the re-
quest of Mr. GEPHARDT) for today on
account of the funeral of a friend.

Mr. CANNON (at the request of Mr.
ARMEY) for today on account of per-
sonal reasons.

Mr. ENGLISH (at the request of Mr.
ARMEY) for today on account of travel
delays.

—————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:
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